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| Die Mercnriit 15 Decemb, 1641. 
| It is this day Refolvd upon the 
Queſtion, By the Houſe of 
COMMONS, 
That Order ſhall be novy given for the Print. 


ing of this Remon/trance, of the State 
of the KinGopou. 


Newly-corre&ed according to the Original Copy. 
With the Addition of the humble Remonſtrance,and Peticion of 
[the Lords ana Commons in Parliament, tothe 

Kings moſt Excellent Majefty. 


— A 


HT. Elfinge Cler. Parl. D. Com. 


$ "LONDON, = 4 
; | Prinavd for Joſeph Hunſeutt. 1641, 
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Torhe Kr nGs moſt Excdlent MAT ESTY, 
The Humbl: R emonsTRANCE and Petition of the Log ps and 
Cemmons in Pailiawent. 

Moſt gacio4 Soveratgnr, ; 

I/Our Mueftics moſt humile and loyall SubjeAts the Lerdsand Commons in, P «amor, do 
with all fairhfulnes and z:-al co-your Maieſtres Seryice, acknowledze your Royall fareur 
nd proteRtion to be a great bi-(ſi gand ſceurity to chem for the enjoying and: preſerving oh 
all thoſe publique and private Libertics and Priviledges which —_ unto them; and when- 
ſuever any of toe Liberties er Priviledpes ſhall be invaded or broken, they hold themſelves 
bound with {:umility and confidence to retort to your Princely Tuſtice for redreſſe and (atis- 
faftion, £ nd b:cauſe che Rights and Priviledges of Parli2men' arg the Ricth-right and Inheri- 
eance n2t on!y of rheraſelves, bur of rhe whole Kingdome, wherein every one of yoyr Subjeas 
is interreed. The maintenance and prefervarion whereof doth very highly eonduce to the 
publiquz peace and proſperiry of your Mxcftie and all your People ; they conceive themſelves 
more clpeciatly obliged with all hum'-lenctle and care , yea, with all carneftnetieand conſtMacy 
of 1eſoJution, and endeavonr co maintain and defend the ſame, Amongſt other the | riviledges 
«\P4;limert; They do with all dutifull reverence to your moſt excellent Maefly declare chav 
"is cir ancient and undoubred Right ; That your Mateſly ought not rotake notice of any 
matter in ag tation and debate in cither ,Hovſes of Parliament. bur by their informatien and 
agreement; and thar yeur Maieſty ou; ht no: ro propound any Condition, Proviſion, or Li- 
micat:01 co any Billor AR in debate orfpreparation in citber Houſes of Parltament ; or ro ma- 
pifeſt or declare your cenſc nt or difert, approbation or diſlike of che ſame before ir be pre- 
\ anted toyour Maiefy in due ceurſe of Parliament -- and thatevery particular Member of eirher 
Hou hath free hb rty of ſpeech to propound,or debate any marter according to the ordeC 
and courlc of Parliame:t: and that your}Maify ought not to conceive diſpleaſure againſt any 
man for ſuch «piniens and propoſitions as ſhall be dcHveredin ſuch debate, it bclonging tgthe 
ſeverall Houſes of Parliament rgtpeRively to judge and determine ſuch errors and offences in 
words or aQtions as thall be ccmmyitted by any cheir Members in the haadling or debating any 

matcers depending. | 

T bey do further declare thot all che Priviledges above mentiened have been lately broken 
cothepgrear ſorrow 2ndgrievance of your moſt humble and faithfull (ubje&s in rhar Speech 
which your Maiefly made in Parliament to both Houſes upon Turſday laſt rhe L4*t of this pre- 
ſent Monerh of December, in chat your Maieſty did therein take notice ofa Bill for impreſſing. 
of Souldicts betng in agication in the ſaid Houſes, and nor agreed upon * and that your Meiſh 
did thereia offer a Slvs 1ure, or provifionall Clauſe to be added te that Bull before it was pre- 
{:nted to your M uefly by the conſcnt;of borh Houſes, and did at the {ime time declare your 
diſplcaſure againſt ſuch perſous as had” moyed:ſome daubr'or queſtion concerning the (ame 
Bill All wh ch they do affirm and declare to be againſt he ancient lawfull and: undenbred 
T'rivil-dges and Libertiesof Pa lamcnt, : . 

And tacretore they moſt humbly befeech your Mazefy, by your Royall Power and Autho- 
riry,to maintain and proteR them in clicſe and all arher the Priviledges ef your Eigh Cows of 
Parl-amn;, that:you will not for the time to come break or interrupt the ſame. And that none 
ef your loyail ſubj<Rs may ſuffer or ſuſtain any prejudice in your Maieſizes favour or good opi- 
nion tor any thing done or ſpoken in Parlizytent, And for the reparation of your loyall ſub- 
j£85 in rhis their juſt grievance and complaing, for the breaches of their Priviledges aboye 
m21.i0ncd, and prevention of the like, for the rime to come. T hat your Mwefy will be pleaſed: 
ro declrre and make known the name or namesef che gierſon or perſons, by whoſe miCinforma- 
tion :nd eviitconncell your Mezefly was induced to the ſame, rhatſo he cr they may receive 
ſuch condigne puniſhment, as ſhall appertain ro juſtice in.chat behalf. And this they moſt 
humbly d.fice, and as your greareſt and moſt faithful} Councell ſhall adviſe your Maieſty, to 
perforn), as that which will ke not only a comforr.to themſelves, bur hkewiſe a great adyan- 
tage to your Maiefty, by precuring and confirming ſach a confidence and unity berwixt your 
Maorftv 2nd vaur Peoples as may be a foundatien of Honeur, ſafety and happineſle to yeur 
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I TIE 
The Remonſtrance. 


T He Commons in this preſent Parliament Aſſembled, ha- 


ving wich much earneſtneſfe, and faichfulnefle of affe&i- 

on, andzeal to the publike good of this Kingdom, and 
His Majefties honour and ſerviceyfor the ſpace of twelve monthe, 
wraſtled wich the great dangers and fears, the preſſing miſcries 
and calamities, the various diſtempers and diſorders, which had 
nor only aſſaulted; bur even overwhelmed and extinguiſhe rhe 
liberty, peace, and proſperiry of rhis Kingdom, the comforr and 
hopes of all His Majefties good Subjetts, and exccedingly 
weakned and undermined the foundation , and ftrengrh of his 
own Royall Throne; Doyer finde an abounding Malignity , 
and oppdfition in thoſe parties, and fations , who have been 
thecaute of thoſe evils, and da ſtill labour to caſt aſperſions, 
upon that which hath b2en done, and to raiſe many difficulties 
for the hinderance of that which remains yet undone, and to 
foment Jealouſies, berwixt the King, and the Parliament ; Thar 
ſo they may deprive him, and his people, of the fruic of his own 
Gracious Intentiens, and their humble defires of procaring the 
publike peace, ſafery, and happinefſe of this Realm. For the 
preventing of thoſe miſerable effets, which ſuch malicious 
endeavours may produce, We have thought good rodeclare, 


I. The Ryot, and thegrowth of theſe miſchievous deſegner. 

2, The Maturity and Ripeneſſe, to which they have attained be- 
fore the beginning of tbe Parliament, 
3. Tbeeff-Auall means which bave been uſed for the extirpations 
of thoſe dangereus evils, and tbe Progreſſe which bath therein beer; 
rideby His Majeſties goodneſſe, and tbe Wiſedome of the Parlia- 
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(04) | 
4. The wajet ef obitreeClion, and oppoſition, by-which that Pro- 
greſe hnb been interrupted, | 
5. The courſes to be taken for the removing thoſe Obſftacler, and 
for tbe actompliſhing of our moſt dutifull, and faitbfull intentionr, 
and endeavours, of reſiorir:g and eſtabliſhing the Ancient Hmour, 
Gre.tneſſe, and $:curity of «15 Crown, and Ntion, The Root of all 
this miſchief, We finde to ve 2 malignant, ana pernicious deſigne, of 
ſubverting the Frn1damemtall Laws, and Principles of Government; 
6 por w::1c5) the Religion, and Juſtice of this Kingdom, are firm.) 
eſtabliſpt, The Afﬀors and Promotors bereof bavg been, 


1. The Feſuited Papiſis whobate the Laws, as the ObſtxCles of 
tat ch inge, a 14 Subverſion of Religion, which tbey ſo much long for, 

2. The Biſhops, and ibe corrupt part of the Clergie, _—_— 
formality, and ſuperſtition, as the naturall effets, and more probable 
ſupports of the ir own Eccleſtaſticall Tyranny, and Uſurpation, 

3. Such Councellors and Conrtiers, as for private ends bave ene 
gaged themſelves, tofurtber the intereſts of ſome forraign Princes, 
# States, tote prejudice of His Majeſty, and the State at bone, 


The common Principles, by which they moulded and gover- 
ned all their particular Councells and A&ions, were theſe. 


Firit, To maintain continuall differences, and diſcontents be- 
swixt the King, and the People, upon Dneſtions of Prerogative, and 
liberty, that ſo they might bave tbe advantage of fideing with bim, 
and under the notions of men, addifted to bis ſervice, gain to them ; 
Joes, and their partzes, tbe places of greateſt truſt and power in the 
Kingaom, 

2 Second, To ſuppreſſe the purity and power of Religion, and 
ſuch as were beſt affeCied to it ; «r being contrary to their own endr, 
and tbe greateſt impediment 0 that change, which ehey thought to 
Introduce. 

A Third, To conjoyn thoſe qo of the Kingdom, which were 
moſt propitious te their own ends, aud todivide thoſe who were moſt 
oppoſite, which conſiſted in many particular obſervations; to cberi 
ee A: minian part in thoſe points, wherein they agree with the Popiſts, 
to multiply and enlarge the differences betwixt the common Prote- 
{iants, and 8boſe whom fbey call Puritans, to introduce and counte= 
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ance ſuch opinions and Ceremonics, at are fitteſt for accommodat ions 
with Popery, to encreaſe and maintain ignorance, looſeneſſe, and pro- 
 phanene ſſe in the people ; That of theſe three parties, Papiſts, Arm ini- 
ans, and Libert ines, they might compoſe a body fat to alt ſucy Counſels 
aud reſolutions, as were moſt conduCible 10 their own ends. 

A Fourth, To difaffett the King to Parliaments by flanders, and 
falſe imputations, and ly puttivg bim upon other wayes of ſhpp!y, 
which in ſhew and af pearance were fuller of advantage, then tbe r= 
dinary conrſe of Stbfidies, thougb in truth they brougbt more loſſe 
then gin, buth to the King and people, and bave cauſed ibe greas 
diſira@ions, under which we Loiv ſuffer, 


As inall compounded bodies, the Operations are qualified 
according to the predominant Element g So in this mixt party, 
che Jeſuired Conncels being moſt ative, :nd prevailing, may 
ealily be diſcovered to have had the greateſt ſway in all their de= 
rerminartions, and it they be net prevented, are likely ro deyour 
the ret, cr to turn them into their own nature, | 

In the begining of His Majcſties reign, the party begun to re- 
vive and flouriſh again, having becn ſomewhar dampt by rhe 
breach with S$p.irz in the Jaft yeer of King Fames, and by His 
Majeſtics marriage with France ; the interefts and Councels of 
that State, Þcing not ſo contrary to the g00d of Religion, and 
the proſperity of this Kingdom, as thoſe of Spainz and the Pa- 
plits of Eng/4:4 having been ever more addi6ted to Spain, then 
France; ver they fill retained a purpoſe, and refolution to 
veeaken the Proritanr parties in all parts, and even in France, 
wheredy to maie way tor the change of Religicn, which rhey 
Intended at home. 

The firft cffe& and evidence of their recovery and ſtrength 
was, the ditſ:hizion of the Parliament at Oxford, after there had 
been given tive Sublioics ro His Najelty 5 and before they recet- 
ved rehiet in any one Grievance, many other more miſerable 
eff.cts followed, 

TH ell: of che Rochel Fleer, by the help of our Shipping, ſer 
forth andd-livered over tothe French, in oppoſition to the ad- 
vice of Parliament, whica lefttthar Town withour defence by 

B Sea, 
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{if L { af raker beeninten2es ro make vs weary of W arte. chen 
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; be mrecoitace brea b which France by taking eneir Ships to 
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iC PCAC! Wirh Sp17 77 VIEOUT conſent of Parl:amenrt, CON 
tracy to the promiſe of King Zemcs ro both Houſes ; whereby 


te F,lameCaule was s Gilerted, 2nd 1:{t to ciarpeabie and hopc- 
It: Fc 2311-8, vlich, for ine me nut p 37, were managed by thoſe, 
Vo. SA juitly be fiul7: CCte 4 £0 be nv CE) nds to roar Caule, 


Tie irgng of rhe King 'on with Biil:rted Souldiers in all 
paris of 1 i, anda Cu nco3:cant defigneot Germanc horſe, that 
the | 2ndmivhr either fithm: with tear, or be enforce] with \S# 
gour touch Arbiorary C:niiburicns, as ſhould be required of 
them, 

The Gif jlving of ihe Parliament in the ſecond yeer of His 
Majcf{ties rain. vr Dee! arailon Of chadr' intent. ro grant five 
Subfdl.s. 

Tho exatingo £12 BKO PrOP9! ron of ye fubltdies after rhe 
Paritmens {:Stviuf. by Commilliont of Loan ; and divers Cena 
tlemen and «01er; {5 oned for nay et!ding 0 pay that Loan, 
wharcky mo: ot 1550373 contrated fixch ſickneffes, as colt then 
thcir tive, (Croat tim «cot Mon y required, and raiſed by Pri- 
vy Scals. An :m;utt and Pcrnis 'GUS attoMPT 2G CXTOTT great Pays 
2 þ w- N I EIGITES f2 þ 77 EY Exciic; and a Comm wy Nn 
Hidd un for 3 alt one pur? s Fa A ris Right, which 
wag era ite 7 Parliaments TY t.dvrnh ) an illegal] Dec! a. 
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and DIC: Lu: by tus 1 zjuſtice of ſuch Miniſters 3s durit brcak co 
LAWS, and {upp.eſiz rhe Liderties of the Einovdom, after 1hicy 
hag Deen ſo ſolemnly and evidently declarcd. | 
An the: Parliament dill Jlved, 4 Car, the priviieess ef Pay. 
Lam. nt Broken, by imprifoning divers Members. ti Houſe, 


! ! 


deratning thum Cc cloſe priſoners for many mon. ths tOogetiior, with. 
Qu the liberty of nſing Books, Pen, Inke, or Paper, , Cenyiag 
chem ail the comforts of lifc,all means of preſervation of | health, 
por pernicting their wives ro come unto them, even intime of 
their ſicknefſe, And for the compleating of thar cruelty, atic: 
yeers ſpent in ſuch mitcrable aurance, ceprivingrti.em ct the ne- 
caſey mn 112429 0 COD 1all COnford tion, nor ſuftering them ro 
2 © bro 34 T9 injoy Gogas Ordinances, in God: Huuſe, or Ge d: 
k:iniite.s to.com? to them, to adminitter comfore unto tNcm It; 
erg __ 2 Ci:>mbers : an ro keop them ft in this Gpprefied 
ph Hg voradn ni:ting them to be bayled accoraing ro [ow 
yet vexing them with Tatormatiuns in inferiour Courts, ſcnten« 
cing and ft. ing Gn c of them tor matters done in Parliarer c and 
extorting the payments of thoſe Fines from thcrn, _—_ Irony Os 
thers to put in fecuri: -y of good behaviour, Þ+ fore th.y al be 
reloai. "oi; 

The impriſonment of ther: &t which refuſed tobe bon-d, f:i!l 
continued ; which might hive been perperuall, it neceifity Fad 
not, thelaſt yer, brought another Parliamcntto FC:IC7E them. 
of whe, m, one diec', by the crue!ty and arte of his 1p: 
form: nr, "which would admir of no relaxation. n eta 14 
the imminent danger of his lifz, did fffcicnily aprer by & 
declaration a his Phyſitian : Andhis re 'EA;E, Or Bs, [ect tis re- 
freſhment, was ſought by many tumble Pericions. Ano his © 
ſt1]] cries < 17! her ſ r VENgeANce, OT TEPENTANce © # thote Miniftcrs 
of State, whoare at once obſtructed rhe cou rt, both ot his hits 
jeſties Ju tice and Viercy. 

U vn the difiolarion of both rheſe Pa pr LO nntrue and 
Fandalousdeclarations pucliſhed, ro aſperſc > their Pridcc CL19S, 
md me of their Members, unjuſtlyro make them © 413, at) 
colour the violence which was uſed agat:it rnum, Proc). mario 
ſet outro the ſame purpoſe; ard to the g great dei ins © hy 
barts of the pcople,forbidding chem,even to ipeak oiPariian NENth, 
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After the breach of the Parliament, in the fourth yeer of His 
Majeſty, Ionjuſtice, Oppreſſion, and Violence, broke in upon us, 
without any reftraintor moderation ; and yer the firſt projet, 
was the grear ſummes exacted thorow the whole Kingdom, for 
default of Knighr-haod, which ſtemed ro have fome colonr and 
ſhadow of a Law ; yec if ic berightly exaniined by char obfolere 
Law which was precended for ir, ic would be fonnd to be again(t 
all cherules of Juſtice, both in reſp<& of the perſons charged, 
rhe proportion of the Fines demanded, and che abſurd and un« 
reaſonable mann-r of their pro-:cedings. Tonnage and Poundage 
hath been received wi.hour colonr or prerence of Law : many 
ather heavy impoſitio:1s continued againit : aw ; and fome fo 
unreaſonable, thar the ſamm« of the charge, exceeds the value of 
the Goods, The Book of Rates lately inhanſed to a high propor- 
tion ; and fuch Merchants as wouid nor ſubmic to their illegall 
and re:ſonable payments, were vexed and oppreſſed above meas 
fare ; and the ordinary courle of Juftice,th: common Birth-righr 
of che SubjeR of Eng!:nd, wholly obſtructed unto chem. And 
alrhough all this was raken upon pretence of guarding the Sea, 
yer ancw and unheard of Tax of Ship-money was deviſed, upan 
che ſame prerence, By both which, there was charged upon the 
Subjz&neer 700000! ſome yeers; and yer the Merchants have 
been lefc ſo naked to the violenceof che Turkiſh Pyrars;that many 
great Ships of value, and thouſands of His Maieſties Subie&s 
have been raken by them, and do ſtill remainin miſerable flivery, 

The enlargem-nt of Forretts, contrary to Charta de Fo;eſt2, 
and the compoſition thereupon, The exa&tivns of Coar and 
Conduct money, and divers other Military charges. The raking 
away the Arms ot rhe Trained Bands of divers Counties. The 
. deſperate defign of engrofling all the Gun-powd:r into me 
hand, keeping it in the Tower of London, and ſerring fo high a 
Rate upon It, that the poorer ſort were not able ro buy ir, n x 
could any have it without Licenſe ; rhcreby to teave the ſever H 
parts of the Kingdom d:ftirureof their neceflary defence ; and l:y 
&liing fo dzar that which was fold, ro make an unlawtull advan- 
tage of ir, ro the great charge and derrimenr of the Subi.&, che 
generall defiructi n of the Kings Timber, eſpecially that in the 
Forrelt vi Dear, old to Payilts, which was the beſt Store-huuſe 

of 
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of this Kingdom, for the maintenance of our St.ipping. The ta- 
king away of mens right, under colour of the Kings title to 
Land between high and low water-Marks, The Monopolics of 
Sope, Sa't, Wine, L-achier, Sea-Cole, and, in a mann:r, of all 
chings of moſt common and neceſſary uſe, The reſtraint of the 
Liberties of che Subic&s in their habication, Tradcs, and other 
Incereſt, Their vexarion and oppreſſion by Purveyors,Clerks of 
the Marker,and Salr-Peerer-men, The {le of prerended Nuzan- 
ces, as Buildings in and about Loren, converhion of Arable into 
Puſture, continuance of Paiture, under the name of depopulz. 
tion, have Jrawn many Millions cur of tte Subictts Purles, 
wihuc any conhiderable profitto his Maiclty.. Large quantiries 
of Coumoun, and feverall Grounds, have been raken fromthe 
Subi. ft, by colour of rhe Scature of Improvemenr, and by abuſe 
of the Commiſſion of Sewers, witkour their confenr, and againſt 
ic. And ar only private Inrercſt,but alſo publikefaich have been 
broken,in ſeizing of the money and Builion in che Mint; and the 
whole Kinzdom like ro be robb'd art once, inthar abominable 
proje&t of Brafſe Money. Great numbers of his Vaielties Sub= 
ics, for r. fuſing thoſe unlzwtull charges, have been vext wich 
long and exnenfive ſuirs ; ſome fined and cenſured, others com- 
mitred to long and hard imprifonmencs and confinements, to rhe 
Loff2 of health of many, of lite in ſome; and others have had ' 
heir houſes broken up, their goods ſ{cized , f:me have been re- 
ſtrained from their lawfall Callings : Ships have cen incerrup= 
ted in their Voyages, fſurprizedar Sea in an Huitile manner, iy 
Proje@»rs, as by a common Enemy : Mc:chants prohibired 6 
unladetheir goods tn fuch?orts,as were for cnetr own advant. ge, 
ard forced ro bring them ro thoſe places which were molt for che 
advantiges of rhe Monopolizers and Protettor-, The Courr of 
Starchamber hath abounded in extravagant cenfures,nortonly tor 
the maintenance and improvement of Monopolies,and other un- 
Iawfall raxes; bur for divers other Cauſes, where there hith buen 
no offence,or very ſmall; wherby lis M45 Subicts Have been 9p- 
prefled by grievous Fines, Impriſonmcnts, Stigmacizings, Muti- 
lations, Whippings,Piilori.s, Gags,Confinements, Danl{hments 
afcer fo rigida mzner.as hathnor only deprived men of the fociery 
of their friends exerciſe of. their profeſſios,comfort of Books. uk 


oi Paper or Ink<,bur even violated that necr Linion which God 
B 3. hath 
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{26h eta Ne DULY wWixt Men and tt ir ive , by forcea and cons. 
irraind Rparacia't; Vhereby My nv bein bereaved onde 
Cn IEC ad cove fationon- 0: an Sher: hos mary yeers tOg 
Fon, £6 bf) lope of root; 1 it God had not by his over-ruling 
Pi if-nce, wven forn2 lmcrrupiionto thepreval 
and ny att of thoſe, wno were the Aithors a.:d Þ; 
luch pirew DOTY » $212 he agdy Courle-. 


I 


i 190 5 have b oe PLE Ou, of their places, for retu: Feb 29) do 
aa 's Fel ch - ir FORT and Conicienccs : Ochcrs have ben f. avs d. 
Flint tit -y url nt do their du te, eng 2 becter to hoid a rod 
QVer it os, th. Cauſe GU IH A it fe EVE, gefſeri if was left or of 
POOR oi 14S, ant Jancw Clan Drrante bene placito inſerted, 
ery s have b<rn chocke, for bing fairhtull ro their Clicnts >. 

»jc}22"s and Arturneyes Ive a en threatned, and ſome Pani. 
—_ Cor flowing lawfu'l Suices : And by this means all the. 
| GACN2S 40 Ju tice were in errnpred and forecluded, New 

have been forced upon rhe SubjeX againkt Law ; new Ju- 
cicat wivsereted without Law : The Cc ncell T able have, by 
hit O- ders, offixcd to binde the SOON in their free. holds 
iMac, Swuircs, and Actions, Ihe pretended Courtof the Earl 
1t ul was At: - (9g Tilcgall in irs being, and pro ccedings, 

; by Chancery, 1 Exchcquer- Chamber, Court of Wa: ds, and o- 
nr Englith Courts have been grievous in cxceeding theie Jurit- 
diction. The chateof many Fami!? cs weakned;: nd. ſome ruined 
by exkchye Fines, . -c5 xatted from them for Compolicions of 
VU Unip s. Al Leair 2s of above a nuncred veers, made to draw 
cy Wa hip conte ry to + VT, Unaue pro ccedings uſed in the 
nnatng of Oitce:, ro make tl e jury $110 Fob the _ Thc 
Commons. aw Cuts  ſecing al] Mcn more inc ined to ſeek 
Fiuftice there, where it may be firred to their own delire, are 
Known frequently to r0 Fu rlake the Rutcs of the Common-law, 

md ſtraining beyond their bounds, under pretence of equiry * 
4 o Trjattice, Tiles of Floncur, Juici, Ml F-20655 Serjean:ſhips 
2: [.aw, and other Othces have becn 1d for great ſninmes of 
| - vahercby tne common Juſtice of che Kit \edom nath been 
mic endangered, nar enly by opening away of employment 
?7) _ aces of Brcar 1 Truſt, and advantage ro Men of weak parts ; 
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i by giving occaſion to Bribery, Extortion, Parciality; 
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I: R1d.m2 ha zpning. that places ill-poften arc well ned, Com 


of _ 


M1905 nave vcen franced for examining te cxcclle of Fecs : 
2:34 St ar chlo have bun diftovered, Comrotit,ns 
Pave bacon madg with: L:Inqents, nac en'y for inotme potty tut 
liftewtt. 1.3f WIUTUNIY & ng curiry Th CE fad Ii IO i ring CN1)GC-O 
come; wockungarcouur ct revedy, hath bur confirmed; ard 
en re-feu mn Cri tg 0 6 SuhjEh, Then by) Came ut 
F” tcxing $0.79 05th iericd, bur inany times Sieritts mace 
IN a0 EX74097 OINGTY WAY 3 FOMBENT. 345 APN hm ang char. e 
1ik-.T 


Ld Cc \F2 *1 * voi - — al pe , 4 
un:o them ; {fornetimes fuck wer: ' FFICKEA GUT, 6S V1 
aveto be done, 


ftruments ro © xecure WHatiocye: mat C7 Wou'd Þ 
Fro Wh PS 23 d the reft of rhe C; E"Cy. Gid tlumph in the 
SUPER FX @ Mn mUnRICAatiCns Depr v3* 1:1: 4rd De 2ragat 


= 
15. divers p Dainiult, 1 arncd, and pious Mint cr8, In te VORA 
c7 rellion of great pumbor, of ths Naicilies 
"pn > abiutts, T he [7 21 Commu: 1 - ky 7) lick exceiic of 
ſuwrpncſe and fevericy, as was not much Ic then the Romith 
fol = inc n ; and ye: in many caſes by the Archil{hops pow ers 
was made wuch mo; ' heavy, Fig allifted, and Rrength.icd by 
au rho: i:y of the Councel!-Yab'e. 

The Biſhops, and their Courts, werc as Cager in ene Comntry ; 
and iithoug!h th:ir Jurits fiction could nor 1ceach © by, oHIn rior, 
and ext: remiry of pin int 2t,, yer WEIS THEY B 2 1ciſe gricvous, 
in reſpz& of rhe Cencra! ity; and muU'UPUCITY Ci VEXALIONSIV _ i 
lighting npon tac meancr {rt of Trad.£men, 4:3d Artifacers, d: 1 
impoveriſh many thouſands, and & affiift and _ eo chers, 
thar great numbers, ro avoid the: ir milerics, d: n:rred Our of the 
Kingdom, fowe inzo New-Engl ind, awd ok. r parts of HR = 
others into Hll.imd, where tt07 have rranſoorted their Mane 
fiftures of Cloath, which 1s not only 2 100-1 by diminifhing the 
preſent ſtock of the Kinzdom, bur 2 great mi1c)iiet by impairing 
anJ1endangering the lofle of tizar pecutin: Fradeof Cloathing, 
which hath been a plentiful] Fuuntain of Weaith ang Honour 9 

this Na:ton. Thofe were ficecſt for ] LES Aaiticall preferment, and 


ey 
toy 
C 
DJ 
uw 
<>) 
_ 
-, 
»4 
< 
C2 
ms 
2 
5 
” 
wd 
« 


I's ? 2 * x," 7 5 
fO2n: ſt obtained ir, vio weremoſt oficions in roo. Ing lupere 
Tr Le X-Codin ad Font: 
iron, moſt viru LCDt Tm ralling againit Goa incfe, and roneſty, 
1 i ZE TIN 


The moit pubſti;e and fol, omn S-rmans booty 
| 


TY _ , -t<r 2 , % Y- av = » 41} 1 
Vere, either ro advance Prerocative abyove 7 aw. and De 
J bt 4 %, L vP - - £ ?1] <0 "gu =o ! © =} E. p Y Ws The dv 
property ol he Sat: 32.3, or fad of ficn kigas oh NNVERVES; 
\ 


(12) 
they might make thoſ: odious, who ſought to maintain the'Re< 
ligion, Laws, and Liberties of rhe Kingzom ; and fuch men were 
ſure co be weeded our of the Commiſſion of the Peace, and our 
of all other imployments of power in the Government of the 
Countrey, Many noble Perſonages were Councellors in name z 
bur che power and authority remained in.a few of ſuch, as were 

moitaddiftcd 5:2 this partie; whoſe reſolutions, and determiaa- 
tions were brought co the Tableffor countenance,and executions 
and not for deba IT'2y an | deliberation 5; and no Mn could cffer to 
oppyvle them wiknour dilgrace, and hazardi » hiniclt: Nay, all 
thoſe rnar did nor wi. wy concurre and 4Xively contribure ro the 
turcherance of choir defi ZNCS, though orhcrwiſe,perſons of never 
fo great Honour, and Abilicics, were lo farre from bcing em- 
ploye ed in any place of Truit,and power, thar they were negleCt- 
ed, diſcounrenanced, and upon 331 o-cafi>ns injured and oppref 
{d. This Fation was gryuwn to tha: height, and entircneſſe of 
power, that now rhey b2gan ro think of finiſhing their Work, 
—_ contiſted of rheſe three parts. 

. The Grernment miſt be ſet free from all reftraint of Luv 
concerning mum Perſons and St ates, 
2. There muſt be a Confun(t ion betwixt Payiſts and Proteſtants 

m Doltrine, Diſt ipliae, and Ceremonies ; only it muſt not yet be Cale 
led Popry. 

3. The Puritans under which name, they include all thoſe that dee 
frre 0 Þ: 'eſerve the L wws. and Liberties of tbe Kingdom, an4 to 
maintain Religion tn tbe power of £:; maſt be eatver reoted ot of re 
KR inzdom wiah force,ne driven ot with fear, For the effeUling of this, 
Ht rras tho: abt neceſſ ry to reduce Seco: lawid to ſuch D Pepifh ſreperſt it i= 
07, and [1yovations, as might make them pt tojoyu with England, 
in tot great coange which was intcenaed, FF verexpon new Ciro0ng, 
and 7 ew Lt HUT y TW2,"0 2 preſt __ them * at; a roben tbey Sh «ſed 10 
aumit of them, m Army as raiſed 19 force ihem to it, tow rar which 
z1e Ciergy, and ite Pp; (ts were vp forrp ard in tveir coutribet ion, 
Toe Scits likewiſe raiſed m A: rey for their defence ; and when botb 
Armies wee come v97etber, md rex for a bloudy encomier, His 11- 
geftics own G-acin A: aſt 7:70, and the Cormcell of the Engl: fo Ne 
bility, and D:ttiiul [mi ſe 2 of the Scots, did ſo farre prev il as 
g viſt the eva Councell of rivers, tht a Paci cation was mide, and 

H:s MM y:fty retarned with Peace, and inach konenr to London, 
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The unexpetted reconciliation was moſt acceptable. tg 
all the Kingdome, except to the malignant partie, where- 
of the Archbiſhop and the Earle of Scafford being heads, 
they and their tation begun to enveigh againſt the Peace, 
and to aggravate the proceeding of the States, which ſo 
incenſed his Majeſtie, that he forthwith prepared againe 
for Warre, And ſich was their confidence, . that having 
corrupted and diſtempered the whole frame and Govern- 
ment of the Kingdome, they did now hope to corrupt that 
which was the onely means to reſtore all to a right. trame 
and temper againe : to which end they perſwaded His 
Majeſtic to call a Parliament, not to ſeeke counſell and ad- 
vice of them, but to draw Countenance and Supply from 
them, and engage the whole Kingdome in their Quarrell : 
and in the meane time, continued all their unjutt Levies 
of Money, reſolving either to make the Parliament pliane 


. to their Will, and to eſtabliſh miſchiefe by a Law, or <clſ> 


to breake it ; and with more colour to goe on by violence, 
to take what they could not obtain by conſent, The ground 
alledped for the juſtification of this Warre was this : 

Thar the undutifull Demands of the Parliaments of Scor- 
land, wasa ſufficient reaſon for His Majeltie to take Armes 
againſt them, without hearing the Reaſon of thoſe De- 
mands ; And thereupon a new Armie was prepared againſt 
them, their Ships were ſeized in all Ports, both of England 
and. ./reland, and: at. Sea. Their' Petitions rejeed:; their 
Commiſſioners refuſed Audience. This 'whole Kihgdome 
moſt miſerably diſtempered with Levies of Men and Mo- 
ney, and Impriſonments of thoſe who denied toſubmirto 
thoſe Levies, The Earle of S:rafford paſt into Ireland, cau- 
fd the Parliament there to declare apainſt the Scots, to 
give foure Subfidies towards that Warre z and' #0 ingage 
themſelves, their lives and fortunes for the proſecutien of 
it,and gave dire&ions for an Army of cight thouſand foot, 
and onethouſand horſe, to be levied there, whichwere for 
the moſt part Papiſts, - The Parliament met upon the thir- 
teenth of Aprill, one thouſand fix hundred and fortie, The 
Earle cf Straffoza, and Archbiſhop of Canrerbary, with 

C ther 
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heir Party ſo prevailed with His Majefty, that the Houſe of 
Commons was preſt to yeels! to a Supply tor maintenance of 
the Warre with Scotland, before they had provided any 
reliefe for the great and preſſing Grievances of the people, 
which being againſt the tundamentall Priviledge and: pro- 
ceeding of Parliament, was. yet in humble.reſpe& to his 
Majeſtic, ſo tarre admitted, as that they agreed to take the 
matter.of Supply into confideration, & two ſeverall dayes 
it was debated. Twelve Subſidies were demanded for the 
releaſe of Ship-money alone; Athird day was appointed 
for Concluſion, when the Heads of that Partie begun to 
feare the people might cloſe with the King in ſatisfying his 
defire of Money : But that withall they were like to blaſt 
their malicious deſfignes againit Scor/ana,finding them very 
much indiſpoſed to give any countenance to that Warre, 

Thereupon they wickedly adviſed the King to break off 
the Parliament, and to returne to the wayes of Confuſion, 
in which their own evill intentions were moſt like to pro- 
ſper and ſucceed. 

After the Parliament ended the fifth of ſay, one thou- 
{and fix hundred and fortic, this Partie grew. ſo. bold, as 
to counſel] the King to Supply Himſelfe' our of His Sub- 
jects Rates by his own Power, at. his own Will, without 
their conſent. The very next day, ſome THembers. of both 
H.#/es had their Studies and Cabinets, yea their. Pockets 
fcarched : Another of ther, not long after was committed 
clote priſpner, for not delivering. ſome Petitions which 
he reccived by authority of that Hox/e,and if harſher cour- 
{es were:intended (as was reported.) it.is very probable 
that the ſicknefſeof the Earle of Strafferd, andthe Tumull. 
tuous rifing in; Southwerke, and about Limberth, were the 
cauſes.that ſich-violent intentions were nat brought ta 
execution, A falſe and ſcandalous Deelaration againſt the 
Houſe of Commons, was publiſhed in his Majeſties Name, 
which yet wrought little effe& with the people, but only to 
manifelt the impudence of thoſe who were Authors of it. 

. A torced Loan of Money was attempted in the Citie of 
London, | | 
| The: 
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The Lord Major and Aldermen in' their feverall Wards 
enjoyned to bring in a liſt of the Names of ſuch perſons as 
they judged fit to lend, and of the ſumme they ſhould lend 
And ſuch Aldermen as refuſed fo to due, were committed 
tO priſon. 
he Archbiſhop and the other B:Hops and Clergie con-. 
tinned the Convocation, and by a new Commiſſion turned 
it to a Provinciall Synod, in which by an unheard-of pre- 
ſumption, they made (anos that containe in them many 
matters contrary to the —_ Precogative, to the funda- 
mentall Lawes and Statutes of the Realme, to the right of 
Parliaments, to the Propertic and Libertic of the Subjc, 
and matters tending to ſedicion, and of dangerous conſe= 
gunmen, thereby eſtabliſhing their own Ulſurparions, julti- 
ying their Altar-worſhip, and thoſe other ſuperſtitious 
Innovatiss, which they formerly introduced without war- 
rant of Law. | | 
They impoſed a new Oath upon divers of his Majeſtics 
Subje&s, both Eccleſiaſticall and Lay, for maintenance of 
their own Tyranny 3 and laid a great Tax upon the Cler- 
gie for Supply of his Majeſtic; and generally they ſhewed 
themſelves very affe&ionate to the Warre with Scoelard, 
which was by ſome of them ſtiled Bellnme Epiſcopale, and a 
Prayer compoſed,and enjoyned to be read inall Churches, 
calling the Scots, Rebels, to put the two Nations into 
bloud,and make them irreconcileable. All thoſe pretended 
Canoxs and ( onſtitutions werearmed with the ſeverall Cen- 
ſures of Syſpenſion, E xcommunication , Deprivation , by 
which they would havethruſt out all the good Miniſters, 
and moſt of the well affe&ed people of the Kingdome, and 
left an eafic paſſage to their own Deſigne of Reconciliati- 
on with R-me. The Popiſh party enjoyned ſuch Exemprti- 
ons from the Perall Lawes, as amounted to a Tolleration, 
beſides many other encouragements, and Court favours : 
They had a Secretary of State, S'* Francis Windibank, a 
powerful-Agent for the ſpeeding of all their defires,a Popes 
Nuntio reſiding here to aCt and governe-them according ts 
ſuch influences as he received from Romve,- and —_ 
C-2 Tor 
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for thern with the moſt powerfull concurrence of the for- 
raigne Princes of that Religion: By. his authoritie the Pa- 
pits of all ſorts, Nobility, Gentry, and Clergie were con- 
vocated, afterthe manner of a Par/iamznt ; new Juriſdifi- 
ons wereerefted of Romiſh Archbiſhops, Taxes levied, ano- 
ther State monlded within this State independant in Go- 
vernment, contrary in intereſt and affe&tion, ſecretly cor- 
rupting the ignorant, Or negligent profefors of our Reli- 
vion,and cloſely uniting and combining themſelves againſt 
{ach as were ſound, in this poſture waiting for an opportu- 
nitie by force to deſtroy thoſe whom they could not hope 
to ſeduce, For theeffefting whereof, they were ſtrengrthe- 
red with Armes and Munition,encouraged by ſuperſtitious 
Prayers,enjoyned by the N#ntio to be weekly made for the 
proſperitie of ſome great defigne, And ſuch power had: 
rhey at Court, that ſecretly a Commiſſion was iſſued out, 
intended to be iſſued to ſome great Men of that profeſſion 
for thelevying ot Souldicrs, and to command and employ 
them according to private Inſtruftions, which wee doubr 
were framed for the advantage of choſe who were the con- 
trivers of them : His Majeftics T reaftre was conſumed, his 
Revenue anticipated , His Servants and Officers compelled 
ro lend preat ſammes of Money ; Multitudes were called to 
the Conncell Table, who were tired with long attendances 
there,for refuſing illegall payments, The P75/025 were filled 
with their Commitments z many of the Sheriffes ſummo- 
ned into the Stzrre Chamber, and ſome inipriſoned for not 
being quicke enough in levying the Ship-money, the peo- 

le languiſhed under priete.and feare, no viſible hope being 
efr,but in deſperation. The Nobility began to be weary of 
their ſiJence,and patience,and ſenſible of the dutie-and truſt 
whick belonps to them : and thereupon ſome of the moſt 
eminent of them did petition his Majeſty at ſuch a time 
when evi!l Councels were ſo ſtrong, that they had reaſon 


ro expet more hazard. to themſelves, then redrefle of 


thoſe publike evils for which they interceded, whileſt the 
Kingdome was in this agitation and diltemper the Scots 
reſtrained in their trades,impoveriſhed by the loſſeof many 
of their Ships, bereaved of all poſſibilitie of ſatisfying His 

Majeltie 
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Majeſtic by any naked Supplication, entred with a power- 
tull Army into the Kingdome , and without any hottile 
A&or ſpoil in the Countrey as they paſſed, morethen for- 
cing a paſſage over the T yae at Newborne, neer N ewcaſtHe, 

poſſeſſed themſelves of Newcaſtle, and had a fair opportu- 
nitie to preſle on further upon the Kings Armie : but.dutie 
and Reverence to His Majeſtie , and brotherly love tothe 
Engliſþ-Nation, made them ſtay there , whereby the King 
had leaſure to entertain better Councels ; wherein God fo 
bleffed and direfted him, that he ſummoned the great 
Councell of Peers to meet at Norke, upon the twentie 
fourth of September ; and there declared a Parliament to 
begin the third of November then following. The Scots 
the firſt day of the great Councell, preſented an humble Pe- 
tition to His Majeſtie, whereupon the T reatic was appoint- 
edat Rippor. A preſent Ceſſation of Armes agreed upon: 
andhe full Concluſion of all differences referred to the 
wiſedome'and care of the Parliament. At our firſt meeting, 
all Oppoſitions ſeemed to vaniſh, the miſchiefes were 1o 
evident, which thoſe evill Councellors produced, that no 
Man durſt ſtand vp to defend them. Yet the work it ſelf 
afforded difticultie enough. The multiplied evils and cor- 
ruption of ſixteen yeers ſtrengthened by cuſtome and au- 
thoritie, and the concurrent intereſt of many powertull 
delinquents were now to be brought to judgement and 
Reformation. The Kings Houſhold was to be provided for, 
they had brought him to that want, that he conld not ſup- 
ply his ordinarie, and necefſaric expences, without the a{- 
fiſtanceof his people. Two Armies were to be payed, 
which amounted very neer to 80, thouſand pounds a 
moneth ; the people were to be tenderly charged, having 
been formerly enhaniied with many burthenſome Projxdts. 
The d fficulties ſeemed to be infuperable, which by the Di- 
vince Providence we have overcome. The Contrarieties in- 
compatible, which yetin a great meaſure we have.recon- 
ciled, Six Subfidies have been granted , and a Bill of Poll- 
money, which if it be daely levied,niay equall fix Subſidies 
morein aÞ} , fix hundred thouſand pormds. Befides we have 
| C 2 contracted 
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contrafteda Debt to: the -Scors of 220. thouſand'/pounds; 
and yet God hath ſo bleſſed the endeavours of this Parlia- 
ent, that the Kingdome is a great gainer by all theſe 
charges. The Ship-money isaboliſhed which colt the king- 
d »me above 200. thouſand pounds a yeer. The Coatand 
Condu money , and other milicarie charges , are taken 
away, which in many Countceys amounted to little lefle 
then the Ship-money. The Monopolics are all ſuppreſt, 
whereof ſome few did preiudice the Subie&, above a Milli- 
on ycerly. The Soap an hundred thouſand pounds z the 
Wine three hundred thouſand pounds; the Leather muft 
needs exceed both : and Salt could be no lefle then-that; 
beſides the inferiour Monopolies, which if they could be 
exaaly computed, would makeup a great ſumme, That 
which is more beneficiall then all this 1s, that the root of 
theſe evils is taken away, which was the arbitrary power 
pretended to be in his Maieſtie, of taxing the SubieR, or 
charging their eſtates without conſent in Parl/iament,which 
is now declared to be againſt Law , by the indgement of 
both Hozſes, and likewiſe by an A& of Parliament, Ano- 
ther ſep of great advantage is this: the living Grievances, 
the cvill Councellors and A&ors of theſe miſchiefs have 
been ſo quelled,by the iuſtice done upon the Earl of S:raf- 
ford, the flight of the Lord Finch, and Secretary #izdibank, 
The accuſation and impriſonment of the Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, of Judge Bartlet, and the impeachment of di- 
vers other Biſhops and Judges, that it is like not onely to 
be aneaſe to the preſent times, bur a preſervation to the fu- 
ture, The diſcontinuance of Parliaments is prevented by the 
Bill for a T+4enniall Parliament, and the abrupt diflolution 
of this Parliament by another Bill zby which it is provi- 
ded,it ſhall not bedifſolved or adiourned without the can- 
ſent of both Hoxſes, Which: two Laws well conſidered, 
way be thought more advantagious then all the former, 
Pccaufe they ſecure a full operation of the preſent remedie, 
and afford a perpetual Spring of remedies for the future: 
The Star-Chamber, the High Commiſſion, the Courts of 
the Preſident, and Councell in the North , were ſo :many 

forges 


_ WE 


(17) 


forpes of milſeries opprefiion, and Violence,and are all ta L641 
away,whe \y men are More ſecured in thelr perfons , li- 


reby M | 
berties, and eſtateS> then they could be by any Law or Ex- 
lefor the reg! ation of thoſe Courts, OF Terror of the 
s; The  mmoderate power of the (once! Table. aud 
Theexceſlive abuſe of that power 1S {o ordered and reſtrain- 
ed, that WE May well hope that 0 ſuch things 25 Were fre- 
quently done by them, © the prejudice 0 the publique li- 
3n future cimes'but onely in Stories, £© 
cafion to praile God tor 
his Maiefves goodneſlc | and the fairhfull <ndeavonrs of 
this Parliamert "The ( 419%» and the power of (anon ma- 
king, arc blaſted by the V ot of both Houſes. The exorbi- 


HY ſomePr ovifions in the Bill againlt the Hi ch C onmi ſſion 
Ceurt, The Authors of tne many Innovations 1n Doarine 
and ceremonies 3 The Miniſters that have beeN {candalous 
5n their 11vEs» havebcen {0 rerrified 1N zſt complaints and 


fear of punifhmeb*.- The Forreſts are by a good Law re- 

duced to their right bounds ;the- encroachments and op- 

reſſhons of the Srannarie Courts - The Extortions of the 

Clerk of the Market, and ne compulſion of the Subiect 
1 r 


Preachers through the Kingdome * Quher th1vgs of many 
importance for the good of this Kingdome Are 1n propo- 
Grion, though little could hitherto be done, if 122 rd of 


che: 
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the many other more preſſing buſinefles, which yet before 


the end of this Seflion,we hope may receive ſome progreſle 


and perfe&ion;” Theeſtabliſhing and ordering the Kings 
Revenue.that ſo the abuſe of Officers,and ſupertluitic of ex» 

ences may be cut off, and the neceſfarie disburſments for 
his Maieſties Honour, the defence and governmentof the 
Kingdome, may be more certainly provided for, The re- 


gulating of Courts of Fiiſtice, and abridging both the de. 
layes and charges of Law Suits ; The ſetling of ſome. 


good courſes for preventing the exportation of Gold and 
Silver. and the inequality of exchanges betwixt us and o- 
ther Nations, for the adyancing of native Commodities. 
increaſe of our Manufa&ares, and well ballancing of 
Trade, whereby the Stock of the Kingdome may be in- 
creaſed, or at leaſt kept from impairing, as through neg- 
le& hereof it hath done for many yeers laſt paſt ; For im- 
roving the Herring fiſhing, upon upon our own Coaſts, 
which will be of mightic uſe in the imployment of the 
poore, and a plentiful] Nurſerie of Mariners for inabling 
the Kingdome in any great Aon, The oppoſitions, ob= 
ſiruRions, and other Difficulties wherewith we have been 
encountred , and which till lie in cur way with ſome 
ſtrength and much obſtinacie are theſe : The malignant 
Partie whom we have formerly deſcribed, to bethe A&ors 
and promoters of all our miſerie , they have-taken heart 
again; They have been able to preferre ſome of their own 
PaRors and Agents to degrees of honour, to places of 
truſt and imployment even' during the Parliament. They 
have endeavoured to.work in his Majeſtic ill impreſſions 
and opinions of Our proceedings, as if we had altogether 
done our own work, and not His, and had obtained from 
him many things'very prejudicial to the Crown, both in 
reſpe& of Prerogative and Profit, To wipe our this {lan- 
der, We think good onely to ſay thus much : That all that 
We have done, is for His Maieſtie, His greatneſſe, Honour, 
and ſupport, when We yeeld to give twenty five thouſand 
pounda moneth ſor the relief of the Northern Countreys, 
| | this 
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this was given to the King , for he was bouvd co proteG his 


| ſabjeRs, they were his Majeſtics cvill Counſellors, and their 


ill inſtruments that were afors in-thoſe grievances whick 
brought in the Scots: and it his Ma'eſty pleaſe to force thoſe 
who were the authors of this warre to make fatisſaQion, as 
he mighit juftly and eaſily doe, it ſeemes very reaſonable that 
the people might well be excuſed from taking upon them 
this burden, being altogether innocent, and free fivm being 
any cauſes of it. 

When we undertocke the charge of tkearmy , which coſt 
above 50008.pound a moneth.was not this given to the Ring? 
was it not his Majefties army ? were not all the Commanders 
under contratt with his M:jefty at higher rates and gre.ter 
wages then ordinary ? and have not we taken vpon us to dif- 
charge all the brotherly affiitance of three hundred thouſand 
pounds which we gave the Scuts ? was it not toward repalre 
of thoſe dammages and Iofſes which they received trom the 
Kings ſhips , and from his minifters ? Theſe chree particulars 
amount to above 1100. thouſand pound, belides his Majeſty 
hath received by impoſitionsupon merchandiſe at leaſt 400. 
thouſand pounds; ſo that his Majeſty hath had our of the ſub- 
Jes purſe fince the Parliament began, one million and halfe, 
and yet theſe men can be ſo impudent, as to tell his Majcfty, 
that we have done nothing for him. As to the ſecond branch 
of this ſlander, we acknowledge with much thanktfulneſfſe that 
his Majefty hath paſſed more good Blls to the advantage of 
the ſubje&s then have beene in many ages; but withall wee 
cannot forget,that theſe venomous counſels did manifeſt theme 
ſelves in fome endeavours to hinder theſe good Ads: and for 
both Houſes of Parliament wee way with ttuth and modeſty 
ſay thus much, That we have ever beene carefull not to defire 
any thing that ſhould weaken the Crowne either in juſt profre 
or uſefull power. The triennial Parliament,for the matter of it, 
doth not extend to fo much as by Law we ought to have re- 
guired, there being two Statutes ſtill in force for a Parliament 
20 be once a yeere; and for the manner of it , it is in the Ninge 


power,that it ſhall never take effect, if he by a timely —_ 
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thall prevent any other way of aſſembling. Tn the Bill for con- 
tinuance of this preſent Parliament, there ſeemes to be ſome 
reftraint of theroyall power in diffolving of Parliaments,nor 
to take it out of the crowne, but to ſaſpend the execution of it 
for this time and occafion onely, which was fo neceſl: ary for 
the Kings owne ſecurity, and the publique peace,that withour 
it we could not have undertaken any of theſe great charges, 


but muſt have lefc both the armies to diſorder and confuſion, ' 


and the whole Kingdome to bloo4 and rapin. The Starre- 
chamber was much more fruicfull in oppreſſion then in profic, 
the gceat fines being for the molt part given away, and rhe 
reſt (talled at long timer. The fines of che high Commiſſion 
were in themſelves unjaſt and feldome or never came into the 
Kings purſe. Thete foure Bils are particularly and more ſpeci. 
ally ic{tanced, inthe rcft there will not be found fo much as a 
ſhadow of prejudice to the Cro'*ne. They have ſonght to di- 
miniſh our reputation with the people, and to bring them 
out of love with Parliaments : the alperfions which they have 
attempted this way,have been ſuch as theſe, That we have {pert 


muck ti ne and donelittle,eſpecially ia thoſe grievances which 


concerne Religion. That the Parliament is a burden to the 
Kingdome by the abundance of ProrteRicons which hinder 
Juſtice and Trade, and by many Subſidies granted,much more 
heavy then any they formerly endured ; to which there is a 
ready anſwer: if the time ſpent in this Parliament be confide- 
red in relation backward to the long growth and deep root of 
thoſe grievances, which we have removed, to the powerfull 
upports of thoſe delinquents which we have purſued , to the 
great neccſlities and other charges of the Common wealth for 
which we have provided : or if it be contidered in relation 
forward to many advantages, which not onely the preſent, 


but future ages are like to reap by the good lawes and other 


proceedings in this Parliament, we doubt not but it will be 
thought by all indifferent judgements that out time hath been 


much better implcyed then in a farre greater proportion of - 
time in many former Parliaments put tigether ; and the 


charges which have beene laid upon the SubjrR,and the other 
incon- 


0 
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inconveniences which they have borne will ſeems very light fn 
reſpe& of the benefit they have and may receive. And for the 
matter of proteRions, the Parliament :s ſo tlenſible of 1t, that 
therein they intend to give them whatioever eaſe may ſtand 
with Honour and Juſtice; and arein a way of pati.ng a Bill to 
give them fatizfatior. They have ſought by many ſubtile 
praQtices, to cauſe jealouſies and Civi:ons betwixt us and our 
brethren of Scotland, by flandering their proceedings and in- 
tentiens fovzards ns, and by ſecret endeavours to inftigate and 
incertſe them and us one 2gainkt another. T hey have hid tach a 
party <f Biſhops & popiſhLords in the houte of Peeres.as h:th 
cauied nw:  oppoktion and delay 1n the proſecution of deJin- 
quecnts, hindred the'fproceecings of divers goud Bils paſſed in 
theCg.nons kouſe,concerning the reformation of ſund1y great 
abuſ-s and corruptions borh in Church and State. They have 
labuured to ſeduce 2nd corrupt ſome of the Commons Houſe, 
to draw them into conſpiracies and combinations againſt the 
libercy of the Parliament: And by their inftraments and agents 
taey have attempted to diſaffe&tand diſcontent his Majeſties 
Army. & to ingage it for the maintenance of their wicked and 
trayterous defignes,the keeping up of Biſhops in votes and fun- 
&ions, and by force to compell the Parliament to order, limit, 
and diſpoſe their proceedings in ſuch manner as might beſt 
concur with the intentions of this dangerons and' potent fa&i= 
on: And when onemiſchievous:defigne,and attempt of rheirs 
to bring on the Army againſt the Parliament, and the City of 
London bad been diſcovered and prevented, they preſently 
undertooke another of the ſame damnable nature, with this 
addition to it, to endeavour to make the Scotiſh Army neu- 
trall, whilſt the Engliſh Army which they had laboured te 
corrupt and invenome againſt us by their falſe and {]:nderous 
ſuggeſtions ſhonld execute their malice to the ſibverſion of - 
our religion and the diflolution of our government. Thus they 
have beene continually pradizing to difturbe the peace, and 
plotting the deſtcuRion even of all the Kings dominions,and 
have employed their emiffaries and agents in them all for the 
promoting of their divell;h defignes which the vigilancy of 
D 2 thoſe 


thoſe who were well affe&ed hath ſtill diſcovered and defeated 
before they were ripe tor execution In England and Scotland; 
onely in Ireland which was farther off,chey have had time and 
oppertunity to mould and prepare their worke, and had 
brought ic to that perfe&ion that they had poſſeſſed them- 
{elres of that whole Kingdome, totally ſubverted the govern- 
ment of it, rooted out religion,and deſtroyed all theproteſtants 
whom the conſcience of their duety to God, cheir King and 
Countrey would not have permitted to joyne with them, if 
by Gods wonderfull providence their maine enterpriſe upon 
the Ciry and Caſtcll of Dublin had not beene deteted and 
prevented upon the yery cave before it ſhould have been exe- 
cuted. Notwithſtanding they have in other parts of that King- 
dome broken out into open rebellion, ſurpriſing Townes and 
Caſtels, committed murders, rapes, and other vi:lanites; and 
{hixen off all bunds of obedience to his Majelty, and the lawes: 
of the Realme and in generall have kindled ſuch a fire,as no- 
thing but Gods infinite bleising upon the wiſedome and en-- 
deavours of this State will be able to quench it : and certainly 
had not God in his greag mercy unto this Land diſcovered and 
confounded their former delignes, wee had been the Prologue 
tothis Tragedy in Ireland, and had by this time beene made 
the lamentable ſpeQacle of miſery and confuſion.» And now 
what hope have we but in God, when as the only means of our 
ſubſtance, and power of reformation 1s under him, in the 
Parliament; but what can we the Commons withont the con- 
junCtion of the Honſe of Lords. and what conjun&ion can we- 
exped there, when the Biſhops and recuſant Lords are ſo nu- 
merous and prevalent, that they are-ablero crofſe and inter- 
rupt our belt endeavours for reformation, and by thet meanes 
give advantage to this malignar« party to traduce our procee- 
dinge. They infuſe into the people, that we nteane ro aboliſh: 
all Church government,and leave e- ery man tr his owne fancy 
for the ſervice and wor{hipof God : +ut.i ing him of that o- 
bedience which he owes uuder Cc 4 mito his Majeſty whom 
we know to be intruſted with che Ecclefiaſticall law as 
well as with the temporall to regulate all the members of 
the 


the Church of England by ſuch rules of order and diſcipline 
a8 are eſtabliſhed by Parliament whick is his great Councell,in 
all aaires both in Church and State» We confefle cur 11ten- 
tion is, and our endeavours have been to redrce within bounds 
that exorbitant power which the Prelates have aſſumed unto 
themſelves ſo contrary both to the Word of God, and to the 
Lawes of the Land, ro which ead we paſt the Bill for the re- 
moving them from their temporall power and employments, 
that ſo the better they might with meekneſle apply themſelves 
to the diſcharge of their fun&ions,which Bill themſelves op- 
poſed, and were the principall inſtruments of croſsing it. 

And we doe here declare, that itis farre from our purpoſe 
cr defire to let looſe the golden reynes of diſcipline, and go- 
«ernment in the Church, to leave private perſons or particular 
congregations to tzke up what forme of divine Service they 
pleaſe; for we hold it requiſite that their ſhould be throughout: 
the whole realme a contormity to that order which the Liws 
enioyne, according to the Word of God: and we defire to un- 
burthen the conſciences of men of needlefle and fuperſtir 1cus 
ceiemonies, ſupprefſe innovations, and take away :he monu-- 
ments of Idolatry. And the better to effe& the intended re- 
formation, we deſire there may be a generall Synod of the 
moſt grave, pious, learned and judicious Divines of this Ifland, 
aſſiſted with ſome from forraine parts profeſling the ſame re- 
ligion with us, who may conſider of all things neceffary for 
the peace and good government of the Church), and repreſent 
the reſults of their conſultations unto the Parliament to be 
there allowed of and confirmed, and receive the ftamp of au- 
thority thereby to finde paſſage and obedience throughout the 
Kingdome. They have maliciouſly charged us that we intend 
to deftroy and aiſcourage Learning , whereas it is our chiefeſt 
care and -efire to advance it, and to provide a competent main* 
tenance for conſcionable and preaching Miniſters throughout 
the Kingdome,which will bea great encouragement to SchoÞÞ 
lers, and a certaine meanes whereby the want, meaneneffe, and 
Ignorance to which a great part of the Clergy is now ſubjeQ, 
will de prevented. And we intend likewiſe to reform,and purge | 
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the fount-Iiret of learning the two LInirerſities,that theſtreams 
fowing trou rhevce may be cleere and pure, and an honour 
and comturtto the whole Land. 1 hey have ltraycied to blait 
uu proceedirgs in Purtiament by wrelting the interpretations 
ot our Ocders i. om: ther genuine intention. They cell the peo- 
ple that our medling with the power of Epilcupacy, hath 
cauſed teAuies and conventicles, when idolatry aid popiſh 
ceremonies introduced into the Church by the command of 
the Bithops have nor onely debarred the people from thence, 
but expclled them troin the Kingdome, Thus with E/14h we 
are c:iled by chis malignant party the troubl-rs of the State, 
and tt] while we eadevour to teforme their abuſes,they make 
us the authours of thoſe miſchictes we ſtudy to prevent : for 
the pe te&ing of the worke begun and removiog all ſuture 
impediinents, we conceive theſe courſes will be very cffeQuall, 
ſeeing the religion of the pypiſis hath ſuch principals as doe 
certainly tend to the deſtiruftion and extirpation of all Prorte- 
ftants when thcy (hall have opportunity coeffe& ir. 

Ic is neceſſary in the tirtt place to keep them in ſach condi- 
tian,as that they may not be able todoe us any hurt, and for 
avoyding Of ſuch connivence and favour as hath heretofore 
been ſhewed vnto them, T hat his Majelty be pleaſea to grant 
a ſtanding Commiſſion to fome choice men named in Perlia- 
ment,who may take notice of their increaſe.theic counſels and 
proceedings, and u{e all due meanes by execution of the Laws 
to prevent any miſchievans defignes,againit the peace and ſafe- 
ty of this Kingdome. That ſome good courſe be taken to dif- 
cover the counterteit and falſe conformity of papiſts to the 
Church by colopr wherof perſons very much diſaft:&ed to tl e 
true religion have been admittedinto place of greateſt autho- 
rity and truſt tn the Kingdome. 

For the better preſervation of the Lawes and liberties of the 
Kingdome,that all iltegall grievances and exaQions be preſen- 
ted and pynilbed at the Seſſions, and Afgizes: and that Judges 
and Juſtices þe.carefull to give this in charge tothe grand Jury, 
and both the Sheriffe and Juſtices to be ſworn to the de exe- 
caution oh, the petitiqn of right and other Lawes : That his 

Es | Majeſty 


| Counſellors, Ambaſſadors, and other Minilters in mannaging 


Majeſty be humbly petitioned by both Houſes to employ ſuch 


his buſineſſe at home and abroad, as the Parliament may have 
cauſe to eonfide in, without which we cannot give hits Majcſty 
ſuch ſupplies for ſupport of his owre cſate,nor ſuch aſliſtance 
to the profeſtant party beyond the Sea, as is deſired. It may 
ofcen fall out that the Commons may' have juſt caufe to take 
exceptions at fome men tor being Counſellors, and yet not 
charge thoſe men wich crimes, for there be grounds of diffi- 
dence which lie not in proofe;there are others which though 
they may be proved yetare not legally criminall;to be a known 
favourer of papilts, or to have been very forward in defendin 
or countenancing ſome great offenders queſtioned in Parlia- 
ment, or to ſpeake comtemptucuſlyof ether Houſes of Parlja- 
ment, or Parliamentary proceedings, or ſeach as are faours 
or agents for any iorraine Prince ot another religton, ſuch are 
Jaſtly ſuſpe& to get CounſeNors places'or any other of truſt 
concerning; publiqu* imploy ment for money : Foralt theſe 
and d:vers others we may; 5ave great reafonito/be earneſt with: 
bisMaj:ſty not to put his greataffaivesmmto-fuck- hands, though 
we may be unwilling to proceed againtt them in any Tepall 
way of charge or impeachment: That all Counſellors of State 
may be ſworne to obſerve thoſe Lawes which concerne the 
Subject in his liberty, that they may likewiſe take an oath not 
to receive or give reward or penſion from any forraine Pcinee, 
bac ſach as they within ſonic rea:onable time diſcover to the 
Lords of his M:jefties Councell : and although they ſhould 
wickedly toriweare theraſe]ves, yet 1 may herein doe good to 
make them known to befalſe and perjured to thoſe who im- 
ploy them , and thereby bxing rhenrinto as little credit with 
them as with 118. That his Majeſty may have cauſc to be in love 
wich good counſel] and good men,by ſhewing him in an hum- 
ble 2nd dutitall manner, how full of advantage it would be to 
himſelfe. to ſee his owne eſtate ſetled in a plentifo)l conditien 
to fapport his honour, to ſee hi 
duty to him and endeavours of the publique good ; to ſee hap- 
pPinefſoy- wealrh, peace and ſafety derived to his ewne King- 
| dome 


e united -in- wates of --* 


_ domz, an{yrocurel co his Allies by the influence of his own. 

poweran{governm?1t. Thafall good courſes may be taken 
to unite the rwo King lomes of Eagland and Scotland te be 
marually ayding and afſiting one another tor the common 
good of the Iſland, an1 honour of both. To take a way all 
differences amongſt our ſelves for matcers indifferent in their 
owne nature concerning religion ; and to unite our ſelves a- 
gainſt the.common enemies, which are the better inabled by 
our diviſtons to deſtroy us all, as they hope and have often en- 
deavcured. To labourby all offices of friendſhip to unite the 
forcain Churches with us in the ſame cauſe, and to leck theic 
liberty, ſafety , and proſperity, as bound thereunts both by 
charity to them, and by wiſdome for our own good. For by 
this means our own ſtrength (ball be encreaſed, and by a mu- 
tuall concurrence tothe ſame common end,we ſhall be enabled 
to procure thegood of the whole body of the Proteſtant pre- 
feſzion.If theſe things may be obſerved, wedoubtnot bur God 
will crown this Parliament with fach fuccefle as ſhall be the 
beginaing aud toundation of more honour and happineſle to 
his Majctty, then ever yet was enjoyed by any of his Royall 
Predecefſors. 


